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JKMA is currently conducting cross-functional project activities in response to the recommendations published in March 2017 by “Forum : The Vision for Kampo Medicine and Public Welfare”.
Based on the above recommendations, JKMA announced a new forward-looking vision in July 2018,
“The Future Vision for Kampo Medicines 2040”.
Moreover, following “4th study Group Conference on the Vision for Kampo Medicine and Public
Welfare 2017” in December 2017, JKMA intended to hold “5th study Group Conference on the
Vision for Kampo Medicine and Public Welfare 2018” in February 2019, in which some progress
made after the recommendations will be reported. We are now planning the contents of the “5th study
Group Conference” in collaboration with Recommendation Execution Committee of the Japan Society for Oriental Medicine.
As feedback on drug price revisions and the review of the drug pricing rules, JKMA requested “Inclusion of Kampo
products and crude drug products for ethical use in basic drugs” and the “repricing of unprofitable crude drugs.” As a result,
in the 2018 drug price revision, the prices of 16 crude drugs were raised through the repricing of unprofitable products and,
at the same time, the crude drugs were included in basic drugs. JKMA is grateful that our requests were accepted.
While the crude drugs were newly classified as basic drugs, it was a great shame, however, that Kampo products and crude
drug products made from the high-priced crude drugs were not included in basic drugs, and JKMA feels a deep concern from
the viewpoint of contribution to people’s health care.
Kampo medicines are considered to be important for health care under Japan’s National Health Insurance system. Actually, 34 Kampo extracts were monographed in “The Japanese Pharmacopoeia XVII” and additional Kampo extracts are still
under examination.
But then, Kampo medicines also have many problems from the viewpoint of their sustainable, stable supply. No new
Kampo products for ethical use come onto the market for 30 years, and the prices of the crude drugs used are rising, etc.
Accordingly, JKMA believes that the inclusion of Kampo products and crude drug products in basic drugs is absolutely
essential to maintain a stable supply to patients.
As JKMA considers the inclusion of crude drugs in basic drugs as a first step, we will keep lobbying hard for Kampo
products and crude drug products for ethical use to be included in basic drugs, and will continue contributing to people’s
health care through their stable supply.
Quality assurance of raw materials for crude drugs and procurement of the necessary quantity at a reasonable price are
common challenges faced by all member companies. In terms of price, we need to keep an eye on the impact of rising labor
costs and other operating expenses brought about by economic development and expansion in the usage of crude drugs on
domestic market in China. At present, we are able to procure the quantities we need, considering the growth of domestic
demand in China, the outlook is however far from optimistic situation.
For these reasons, JKMA believes that it is essential to promote and expand domestic production of crude drugs in Japan,
and that the MAFF’s “Support Project for Development of Medicinal Crop Cultivating Sources” is an important policy which
should continue to be utilized.
Hereafter, JKMA will step up its activities, providing presentations highlighted success stories of medicinal crop cultivating sources, and supporting the trial cultivation of medicinal crops through the dispatch of technical advisors.
Very recently, the Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development (AMED) has proposed a new project aimed at
implementing technology for the cultivation of medicinal crops built up in Japan, i. e. “ The Project to Promote Domestic
Cultivation and Utilization of Medicinal Crops”. This project will be formed by government, academia and private companies, which will collaboratively develop technologies to speed up the domestic cultivation of medicinal crops. JKMA is also
supporting the project to have results steadily and to achieve the stable supply of crude drugs.
In recent years, there have been many compliance violations at leading Japanese companies. JKMA has also adopted a
policy of focusing on compliance with a sense of urgency to ensure that similar problems do not occur at member companies.
In 2017, we conducted a fact-finding survey of compliance at each member compan y. The survey results are being verified
by an outside specialist and we are holding training sessions.
JKMA will continue doing its utmost to contribute to the people’s health and health care. We would be most grateful if you
could provide us with your continuous support and understanding.

Business Plan for Fiscal 2018
■ On the Establishment of the Business Plan
JKMA will start our activities under the new vison “The Future Vision for Kampo Medicines 2040”. This vision is revised
in light of the recommendations of “Forum : The Vision for Kampo Medicine and Public Welfare” (hereafter Study Group)
and by reviewing the former vision of JKMA, “The New Movement for Kampo Medicines in 21th Century”, announced in
May 2001. In 2018, we are also faced with the second year of “The 2017 Medium-to-Long-Term Business Plan (Five Year
Plan). JKMA will challenge to resolve a various problem in collaboration with member companies and the relevant organizations both in Japan and overseas.
To realize the recommendations of Study Forum Group, last year JKMA established the cross-functional project, “Future
Vision Project for Kampo Medicines and Public Welfare” (hereafter PJ). PJ is now full activities for the sustainable development of Kampo medicines, including continuously holding Study Group, researching Kampo medicines, establishing evidences, developing application guidelines for Kampo medicines, lobbying government organizations, and so on. Additionally, PJ
also renewed JKMA’s website in order to patient awareness-raising as part of outreach activities, and continue working to
ensure that information about JKMA activities and Kampo medicines is understood correctly.
Japan relies on imports of crude drugs from China to meet around 80% of its needs. Therefore, JKMA will also focus on the
promotion of domestic cultivation under the leadership of “The Medicinal Crop Production Region Support Council “ established jointly with “Japan Agricultural Development and Extension Association” as part of the MAFF-subsidized “The
Support Project for Development of Medicinal Crop Cultivating Sources”. Last year, JKMA gave a presentation on the results
of a survey about the prices of crude drugs produced in Japan and those produced in China. This data was received from
domestic producers saying they found the presentation very useful.
“Comprehensive Drug Industry Reinforcement Strategy” revised last year states that the government will implement initiatives to promote domestic cultivation of medicinal crops. Also they provide support for research new cultivation/production
technologies to seek to diversify the sources of supply of crude drugs, which play an important role in health care in Japan.
JKMA will continue to lobby relevant organizations to provide more extensive support.
Last year, there were compliance violations by many leading Japanese companies. JKMA also needs to focus on compliance with a sense of urgency. We will verify the results of the survey about the compliance framework conducted last year,
and provide useful training sessions for member companies. JKMA will continue to take action for the establishment of a
compliance framework. We will also work to raise awareness of compliance including compliance with JKMA’s voluntary
standards such as “The JKMA Code of Practice “revised last year and disclosure based on our “Transparency Guidelines”.
In 2018, JKMA will collaborate closely with our members to achieve the reliable supply of high-quality Kampo medicines
and seek to make Kampo medicines more widely used, thereby contributing to public health and the development of the
pharmaceutical industry.

November 1, 2018, JKMA has 64 member companies.
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2017
1．Reliable procurement of raw materials for crude drugs

2．Overall quality assurance from raw materials for crude drugs to finished products

3．International correspondence for Kampo medicines, etc.

4．Development and nourishment of Kampo medicines, etc.

5．Promotion of awareness-raising activities and communication for various stakeholders

6．Enhancement of JKMA activities
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Katsuaki Yoshida, Tsumura & Co.
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Hideki Yoshikawa, Uchida Wakanyaku Ltd.

Makoto Shiratori, Uchida Wakanyaku Ltd.

Hirokazu Koyanagi, Tsumura & Co.

Osami Takeda, Tsumura & Co.
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Yoichi Nakashima, Kracie Pharmaceutical, Ltd.

Deputy Head
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Shingo Takeshita, Tsumura & Co.

Shingo Takeshita, Tsumura & Co.

Takashi Kanno, JPS Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd.

Yousuke Tsuchiya, Tsumura & Co.

Takashi Morota, Tsumura & Co.

Takashi Furuya, Tsumura & Co.

Yasuhiro Takasugi, Tsumura & Co.

Masanori Katori, Tsumura & Co.

Masanori Katori, Tsumura & Co.

Code Review Board consists of 5 member companies participating in the Ethical Kampo Products Commission and

Makoto Sakaue, Tsumura & Co.
NHI Pricing Subcommittee
Head
Fumito Yanagisawa, Tsumura & Co.
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